Licensed Family Child Care Overview
Quality child care is a cornerstone of community success and vital to the healthy development of children served. We receive multiple inquiries from advocacy groups, city and county oﬃcials, and individuals about how to start family child care businesses in their area. This information is meant to be a starting point to answering those questions. Connect with our licensing team for further conversation: htps://mn.sourcewell.org/licensing/family-child-care

[bookmark: WHAT_IS_FAMILY_CHILD_CARE]WHAT IS FAMILY CHILD CARE
In Minnesota, any child 10 years old and younger who is cared for outside of their own home, must be cared for in a legal child care setting. Licensed family child care is one of those legal settings. Other types include licensed child care centers, license exempt preschool and school age programs, and legally unlicensed care, referred to as family, friend, and neighbor care.
Licensing Oversight
Under the auspices of the MN Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF), family child care licensing is the responsibility of the county where the program is located. Sourcewell partners with certain counties to oﬀer family child care licensing services. Family child care is governed by Minnesota regulations, primarily MN Administrative Rule 9502 and MN Statute 142B.
We often get asked about child care centers. We do not oversee this licensed type. Child care centers are licensed directly through DCYF. Information can be found here: https://dcyf.mn.gov/

Family Child Care Capacities
· Multi-age group of children, ages infant through 10 years old
· Traditionally, one caregiver present; can have additional caregivers
· Varying license capacities available that dictate ratios and age distribution
· Capacity limited to 12 children with one caregiver; Max of 14 children with at least two caregivers present
· Limits of infant/toddler/preschooler ages within each license capacity
· Capacity in the ﬁrst 12 months of a license is dependent on the license holder’s education and experience

[bookmark: WHERE_CAN_FAMILY_CHILD_CARE_BE_LOCATED]WHERE CAN FAMILY CHILD CARE BE LOCATED
Traditionally, family child care programs are located in the license holder’s home. However, that is not the only location a program can operate. It is increasingly more common for programs to operate in nonresidential settings. 
All locations must meet MN building and ﬁre code regulations and local zoning requirements. Locations can be owned or rented by the license holder. Non-residential locations can house up to four distinct and separate family child care programs. Residential locations can have only one licensed program. Outbuildings (garages, barns, sheds, etc.) on a residential lot, must be zoned as a residential building in order to be used as the licensed program space and have their own unique address.
[bookmark: WHO_CAN_HOLD_A_FAMILY_CHILD_CARE_LICENSE]WHO CAN HOLD A FAMILY CHILD CARE LICENSE
A family child care license holder can be one or more individuals, an employer, a church or religious organization, a community collaborative child care provider, or a non-proﬁt agency. 

There are restrictions and considerations for each type of license holder including where certain license holders can operate a program (residential vs. nonresidential). Non-proﬁts, churches/religious organizations, and employers may hold up to four licenses. All other license types can hold only one license.
When the license holder is an employer, church/religious organization, or non-proﬁt agency, they must identify an individual to be the “primary provider of care”. This person will need to meet the requirements that would pertain to an individual license holder and will be the primary caregiver in the program.

The minimum requirements for an individual to hold a license or be the primary provider of care are:
· 18+ years old
· Be able to pass a physical examination
· Be able to pass a background study

FAMILY CHILD CARE vs. SPECIAL FAMILY CHILD CARE
The diﬀerence of where the program is located and/or who holds the license deﬁnes the type of family child care license. Each license type is governed by the same MN Rules and Statutes.
· Family Child Care (FCC) – when the program is located in the license holder’s primary residence
· Special Family Child Care (SFCC) – when the program is located somewhere other than the license holder’s primary residence OR when the license holder is not an individual

[bookmark: HOW_TO_BECOME_LICENSED]HOW TO BECOME LICENSED
There are several steps that need to be completed in order to receive a family child care license. In counties that we partner with, our Sourcewell licensing team will help the applicant through each step. Our website has instructions on how to initiate this process. The average time to get a license is 2 – 6 months but varies with each application.
Steps include, but are not limited to:
· Application and documentation submission
· Background studies
· Pre-license trainings
· Fire Marshal inspection
· Nonresidential locations – potential architectural plans required
[bookmark: THINGS_TO_CONSIDER_WHEN_CHOOSING_A_LOCAT]THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING A LOCATION
There are certain things that are important to consider when choosing a location. These include both required
elements and variables that aﬀect day to day operations and safety of children.
· 35 sq feet per child of usable indoor space is required; does not include closets, utility areas, or bathrooms
· 50 sq feet per child of outdoor play space located within 1500 feet of the program is required; this could be public parks or playgrounds
· A fence may be required for non-public outdoor spaces if traﬃc, water, railway, or machinery hazards exist
· Self-contained spaces are optimal – meaning children play, eat, sleep, and bathroom in the same designated space
· Layout of the space that allows for quality supervision; rules require caregivers to be within sight or sound and able to intervene at all times
· Location of restrooms that allow for supervision during child use
· Location of sinks for handwashing and food preparation
· Commercial or full kitchens are not required; a kitchenette is adequate
· If the location houses multiple child care programs, each program must be distinct and separate
· Safety considerations if the location is used for other/public purposes (eg: church, public building, etc.)
[bookmark: RESOURCES]RESOURCES
· Sourcewell Family Child Care – htps://mn.sourcewell.org/licensing/family-child-care
· Child Care Wayﬁnder – htps://www.childcarewayﬁnder.org/
· First Children’s Finance – htps://www.ﬁrstchildrensﬁnance.org/minnesota/
· Department of Children, Youth, and Families – https://dcyf.mn.gov/
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