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Sourcewell Paraprofessional Competency Grid

[bookmark: _Hlk13568132][bookmark: _Hlk13568121]Competency 1: Philosophical, historical, and legal foundations of education, including:  

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	1.3 Understanding the distinctions between roles and responsibilities of professionals, paraprofessionals, and support personnel;
	Infinitec: Special Ed Training for Personnel Not Holding Educator Licensure - The Paraprofessional and Student Success: Four Corners to Super Para Status*


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 2


	1.4 Understanding the purposes and goals of education and instruction for all students;
	Infinitec: Categorical Disabilities for Special Education 101


	
	EdSol Podcast: Supporting our Students and Families/Caregivers in Special Education (Part 1)


	
	EdSol Podcast: Advocating for Students and Families/Caregivers in Special Education (Part 2)


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 1


	1.5 Knowledge of relevant laws, rules, regulations, and local district policies and procedures to ensure paraprofessionals work within these parameters:
	


[bookmark: _Hlk13568301]
Competency 2: Characteristics of students, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	2.1 Knowledge of the similarities and differences between cognitive, communicative, physical, social, and emotional needs of students and the factors that influence these different needs:
	Infinitec: Para Series (5) Promoting Social Emotional Growth*


	
	Infinitec: AT and SEL series: Part 1, Section 1 
Hidden SEL: Uncovering Social Emotional Learning in Everyday Lessons


	
	Infinitec: AT and SEL series: Part 1, Section 2 
Hidden SEL: Uncovering Social Emotional Learning in Everyday Lessons


	
	Infinitec: Autism 101-9 Enhancing Social Interaction for Autistic Individuals


	
	Infinitec: Para Executive Function Series (1):
Executive Functioning Skills and Strategies


	
	Infinitec: Para Executive Function Series (2):
Myth Busters Using Executive Functioning Skills


	
	EdSol Podcast: Respect and Accountability Through an SEL Lens


	
	EdSol Podcast: Engagement and Motivation Through and SEL Lens


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 2


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 3



Competency 3: Assessment, diagnosis, and evaluation, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	3.2 The ability to collect and record performance data on students under the direction of a licensed teacher, while respecting student confidentiality and the laws regarding ethical practices of assessment;
	Infinitec: Data: Doable, Usable and Used - Data Collection for Paraprofessionals


	
	Infinitec: Para Series (6) Data Management, Adult Accountability and the Power of Meetbacks


	
	Infinitec: The Importance of Prompting and Data Collection*


	
	Infinitec:  Autism 101 - Optimizing Autism Support Through Data Collection




Competency 4: Instructional content and practice, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	4.2 Awareness of the challenges and expectations of various learning environments;
	Infinitec: Structuring the Environment


	
	Infinitec: Para Series (2) Understanding Student Behavior: School, Community and Home Setting Conditions*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (1)*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (2)*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (3)*


	
	Catalyst Foundational Skills Workshop


	4.3 The ability to establish and maintain rapport with students;
	Infinitec: MN PBIS Presents: Engaging Youth in PBIS Individual Student Tier 1*


	
	Infinitec: Para Series (5) Promoting Social Emotional Growth*


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Student Teacher Relationships*


	
	Infinitec: Special Ed Training for Personnel Not Holding Educator Licensure - The Paraprofessional and Student Success: Four Corners to Super Para Status*


	
	Catalyst Foundational Skills Workshop


	4.6 The ability to follow oral and written directions of licensed teachers, seeking clarification as needed;
	Infinitec: Teaming for Success: Strategies for Teacher-Paraeducator Collaboration
 



Competency 5: Supporting the teaching and learning environment, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	5.1 The ability to assist and reinforce elements that support a safe, healthy, and effective teaching and learning environment;
	Infinitec: Bullying


	
	Infinitec: MN PBIS Presents: Engaging Youth in PBIS Individual Student Tier 1*


	
	Infinitec: Introduction to Managing Escalating Behavior (1)*


	
	Infinitec: Signs of Escalation (2)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Escalation Early Intervention (3)*


	
	Infinitec: Escalation Reaction (4)*


	
	Infinitec: Crisis Management (5)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Non-Compliance (6)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Disruption (7)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Disrespect (8)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Provocative Behavior (9)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Aggressive and Fighting Behavior (10)*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (1)*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (2)*


	
	Infinitec: Making Your Classroom Environment a Tool, Not an Obstacle (3)*


	
	Infinitec: Tools and Strategies for Effective Classroom Learning for Students with ASD


	
	Infinitec: Designing Supportive Spaces for Individuals with Autism


	
	Infinitec: Managing Behaviors & Implementing Strategies for ASD


	
	Infinitec: Achieving Autism Success with Visual Strategies series; Creating an Environment to Support Positive Behavior (3)*


	
	CPI/HWC/Ukeru Training


	
	EdSol Podcast: Regulating: Ready to Learn and Ready to Teach Part 1*


	5.1 The ability to assist and reinforce elements that support a safe, healthy, and effective teaching and learning environment;
	EdSol Podcast: Regulating: Ready to Learn and Ready to Teach Part 2*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Unlocking the Challenge of Disruptive Behavior with Dr. Nathan Elliott


	
	EdSol Podcast: Rituals, Routines and Classroom Management with Jacki Brickman*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Creating safety & belonging in your school and classroom


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 2


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 4


	5.3 Understanding strategies for assisting with the inclusion of students in various settings;
	Infinitec: Accommodations and Modifications Series: Introduction (1)


	
	Infinitec: Accommodations and Modifications Series: Instructional Strategies and Remediation in an MTSS Framework (2)
  

	
	Infinitec: Accommodations and Modifications Series: Focusing on Accommodations and Modifications (3)
  

	
	Infinitec: Cultivating an Inclusive Classroom Webinar Series: What is an Inclusive Classroom? (1)


	
	Infinitec: Let's Talk About Designing Instruction for Contemporary Classrooms


	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Overview of the UDL Guidelines (01)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Engagement Part 1 Theory and Stories (02)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Engagement Part 2 Application (03) *


	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Representation Part 1 Theory and Stories (04)


	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Representation Part 2 Application (05)
 

	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Action and Expression Part 1 Theory and Stories (06)
 

	
	Infinitec: Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Action and Expression Part 2 Application (07)



	5.3 cont’d Understanding strategies for assisting with the inclusion of students in various settings;
	Infinitec: Power to the Para 


	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (01)*


	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (02)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (03)*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Unpacking Universal Design with Katie Novak


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 2


	5.4 The ability to use strategies that promote the student's independence;
	Infinitec: The Importance of Independence
  

	
	Infinitec: The Importance of Prompting and Data Collection*
 

	
	Infinitec: Prompting and Prompt Fading
 

	
	Infinitec: Understanding and Using Prompts to Promote Independence for Students with ASD


	
	Infinitec: Choice Making: Fostering Autonomy and Self-determination




Competency 6: Supporting the teaching and learning environment, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	6.4 Awareness of the primary factors that influence student behavior;
	Infinitec: Para Series Understanding Student Behavior: Factors that Explain Why (01)


	
	Infinitec: Para Series Understanding Student Behavior: School, Community and Home Setting Conditions (02)*


	
	Infinitec: Para Series Student Support Plan Development and Implementation (03)


	
	Infinitec: Para Series Student Success and School-Wide Discipline (04)


	
	Infinitec: Introduction to Managing Escalating Behavior (1)*


	
	Infinitec: Signs of Escalation (2)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Escalation Early Intervention (3)*


	
	Infinitec: Escalation Reaction (4)*


	
	Infinitec: Crisis Management (5)*

	6.4 cont’d Awareness of the primary factors that influence student behavior;
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Non-Compliance (6)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Disruption (7)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Student Disrespect (8)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Provocative Behavior (9)*


	
	Infinitec: Dealing with Aggressive and Fighting Behavior (10)*


	
	CPI/HWC/Ukeru Training


	
	EdSol Podcast: Regulating: Ready to Learn and Ready to Teach Part 1*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Regulating: Ready to Learn and Ready to Teach Part 2*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Unlocking the Challenge of Disruptive Behavior with Dr. Nathan Elliott*


	
	EdSol Podcast: Rituals, Routines and Classroom Management with Jacki Brickman*


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 2


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 4


	6.5 The ability to effectively employ a variety of strategies that reinforce positive behavior;
	Infinitec: MN PBIS: School-wide PBIS Overview/What is PBIS?*


	
	Infinitec: Positive Behavior Change Series: Part 1 Increasing Positive Behaviors*
 

	
	Infinitec: Supporting Positive Behavior: Tips for Support Staff Working with Students with Special Needs*
  

	
	Infinitec: Let's Get Visual - An Overview of Visual Supports for Paraprofessionals


	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (01)*


	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (02)*
 

	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 2: Beyond Behavior Charts: Building UDL-Friendly Classrooms to Support Diverse Learners (03)*


	
	Infinitec: Embracing Minds of All Kinds Series, Part 1: Behavior as Communication Supporting Executive Function to Foster Positive Behavior (03)


	6.5 cont’d The ability to effectively employ a variety of strategies that reinforce positive behavior;
	Infinitec: Achieving Autism Success with Visual Strategies series: Creating an Environment to Support Positive Behavior (03)*

	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Priming- An Evidence-Based Practice


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Regulation (Cooling Down)


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Student Teacher Relationships*

	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Teaching the Home Base or Break Card


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: Taking a Break: An Evidence-Based Practice


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies-Small Time Investment - Big Outcomes: The Power Card Strategy


	
	Infinitec: Autism Classroom Strategies: Small Time Investment, Big Outcomes: Focused Interests




Competency 7: Communication and collaboration partnerships, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	7.2 The ability to use ethical practices for confidential communication about students;
	Infinitec: FERPA - Understanding Student Confidentiality


	
	Infinitec: Harassment Prevention


	
	Infinitec: New Title IX Protections Against Sexual Assault


	
	Infinitec: Social Security and Identity Protection
 

	7.6 The ability to follow teacher instructions while conferring and collaborating with teachers about student schedules, instructional goals, and performance;
	 




Competency 8: Professionalism and ethical practices, including:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	8.1 Demonstrating a commitment to assisting students in reaching the students' highest potential, including the modeling of positive behavior;
	Infinitec: MN PBIS: School-wide PBIS Overview/What is PBIS?*


	
	Infinitec: Positive Behavior Change Series: Part 1 Increasing Positive Behaviors*
 

	
	Infinitec: Supporting Positive Behavior: Tips for Support Staff Working with Students with Special Needs*


	8.5 Showing respect for the diversity of students;
	Infinitec: Cultural Competency: The Art of Reading Diversity
 

	
	Infinitec: Understanding Diversity in Our Schools

	8.5 cont’d Showing respect for the diversity of students;
	Infinitec: Implicit Bias Awareness for School Personnel


	
	Infinitec: Gigikinoo’amaagemin "We learn" Introduction to Tribal Relations


	
	Sourcewell Paraprofessional Modules 25-26: Unit 1


	8.7 Showing a willingness to participate in ongoing staff development, self-evaluation, and applying constructive feedback;
	



Competency 9: Academic instructional skills in:

	Competency
	Options to Fulfill Competency

	9.1.1 Supporting and reinforcing the instruction of students in mathematics, following written and oral lesson plans developed by licensed teachers;
	Infinitec: Math Series: Better Problem Solving through Thinking and Reasoning (01)


	
	Infinitec: Making Math Engaging through Math Practices (02)


	9.2.1 Supporting and reinforcing the instruction of students in reading, following written and oral lesson plans developed by licensed teachers;
	Infinitec: Supporting Reading with Technology - What is my role? Digital Text for Paraprofessionals


	
	Infinitec: An Overview of AT Tools to Support Reading for Paraprofessionals


	
	Infinitec: Dyslexia and Classroom Concepts, Part 1


	
	Infinitec: Dyslexia and Classroom Concepts, Part 2


	
	Infinitec: Follow My Lead: Supporting Emergent Readers with Shared Reading


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 07: Teaching Communication During Academic Instruction


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 08: Shared Reading


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 09: Predictable Chart Writing*


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 10: Alphabet Knowledge and Phonological Awareness*


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 11: Independent Reading


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 12: Independent Writing*


	
	Infinitec: Science of Reading, Part 1: How Children Learn to Read


	
	Infinitec: Science of Reading, Part 2: Implementing Evidence-Based Instruction and Intervention


	
	EdSol Podcast: Shifting the Balance: Brining the Science of Reading into Elementary Classrooms with Kari Yates


	9.3.1 Supporting and reinforcing the instruction of students in writing, following written and oral lesson plans developed by licensed teachers;
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 09: Predictable Chart Writing*


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 10: Alphabet Knowledge and Phonological Awareness*


	
	Infinitec: Project Core Module 12: Independent Writing*


	
	Infinitec: Writing for Students with Significant Disabilities for the New Writing Teacher
 

	
	Infinitec: Developmental Writing Scale (Part 1): Drive Instruction and Measure Progress for Students with Complex Learning Needs 
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